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A LETTER, ADDRESSED TO 
Extprers CALVIN HULBERT, 
Of Warren, Herkimer County,—and 
WILLIAM BURCH, 
Of Plainfield, Otsego County: 
‘dhowing their Anti-Christian conduct in the excommuni+ 
eation of Deacon J. M. of Burlington, Otsego County. 


Srrs,—Your peculiar and uncommon procedure in the 
é@xcommunieation of Mr. J. M. of Burlington, and appro- 
bation of the unchristianlike conduct of Mr. D. N. of the 
same place, has for a long time called loudly for public ex- 
position and censure. That your conduct in this affair was 
incongruous With the Ministerial profession and the Chris- 
tian, will appear évident to every person who is made ac- 
quainted with thé facts. That you should violate every 
principle and rule of justice ; that you should outrage de- 
eorum, and disregard the injunctions of that divine Master 
whom you profess to follow, is truly a subject of astonish- 
ment. ‘T'o suppose you ignorant of what belongs to jus- 
tice ; to suppose you, who are teachers of morality and 
professors of religion, unacquainted with the duty of the 
Christian, will only serve to aggravate yourcrime. Every 
ene will think that you acted injudiciously and presumptu- 
éusly to examine and adjudge a subject, when you were 
incompetent to decide its merits. If you acted improper- 
ly and unjustly, you did, and nothing can palliate your 
eonduct. 

It is proper now to canvass the subject, and present in 

aclear and candid manner, the most important facts toach- 
ing the case. D.N.and J. M. were memibers of the same 
@hurch. They, by covenant, were bound to watch over 
‘and -correct, * possible; the moral deportment of each 
éther. D.N. on the 13th day of October, 1818, took ne- 
éessary fieasures, by making an affidavit agreeably to law, 
to procure a pension, authorised by an act of Congress, 
and designed to assist those heroes that hdd fought the 
battles of our common country, and shed their blood in 
defence of common and unalienable rights. The sole ob- 
ject of the pension act was to alleviate the distresses and 
satisfy the actual wanis of those who had served in thie 
tevolutionary war faithfully, and stood in actual need of 
assistance from their country. This act embraced those, 
and those only, who were reduced in pecuniary circum- 
stances, and were poor. An act of this kind shows the ad- 
vantages of a mild and free government, reflects the highest 
honor upon our sympathetic and wise legislators, and ex- 
tends their benign influence to the receptacle of poverty 
and want. Of the benefits of this act, Mr. D. N. early 
availed himself‘ He applied for a pension, and took all 
necessary measures to obtain it. According to his wishes, 
he succeeded in obtaining a certificate for a pension, The 
following important particulars are worthy of, and demand 
the most minute and candid attention. 

1. He affirmed, that,“ in consequence of his redueed c'r- 

~eumstances in life, he needed assistance from his country for 
*upport.” 

2. His circumstances, (according to the solemn testimo- 
ny of his honour Judge P.) were easy, as he was a man of 
considerable property. 

3. He declared to the same Judge P. that he had not ta- 
ken the oath, (which indeed was prerequisite to the ebtain- 


ities 

4. He afterwards declared that he heard the oath read 
and signed it with his name. 

5. In consequence of reports being in circulation, caleu- 
lated to injure the character of the said Mr. N. a brother 
in the church, the before mentioned Mr. M.* waited on 
Mr. N. and demanded an explanation of tie sub- 
ject. In an interview with Mr. N. for the purpose of hay- 
ing an explanation, he declared to M. that he di not take 
the oath already noticed ; that the clause (noticed in the 
first particular) which expréssed his circumstances, was 
not swern to by him. 

It is unnecessary, Sirs, to cite any more instances of N’s. 
prevarication, to prove his depravity and want of moral 
honesty. §o much evasion and admission, quibbling and 
falsifying, denying and confessing, cannot, it is believed, be 
instanced in ordinary eases. That any man should receive 
the countenance and suppott of any person (whose con- 
duct presents such a scene of dishonesty) requires more 
than eommon credulity to believe. But when you, who 
are professed examples of piety, and instructors of morality, 
give support to gross violations of honesty and truth, what 
shall we say ? 

Mr. M. it appears, considered it his duty to arraign Mr. 
N. before an ecclesiastical tribunal, that a proper imvesti- 
gation might take place, and just conclusions adopted. It 
is unnecessary to trouble you with a recital of all the forms 
incidental to a church frzal, but proceed to notice the pro- 
ceedings of your council. 


The first thing that deserves consideration, is your opin- 
ion of the qualification of a witness. It seems that there 
existed a difference of opinion between you, in relation to 
this subject. You, Elder Burch, considered the case a 
criminal one, and gave it as your opinion, that no person 
should be received as a witness unless he was Jega/ly quali- 
fied. From what code of jurisprudence you derived this 
opinion, cannot even be conjectured. Was it a practice 
with Jesus Christ, the ever blessed founder of Christianity, 
to prescribe ceftain forms to govern witnesses? Was it & 
practice of his diciples to exclude men from the privilege 
of testifying, because they were not legally qualified? To 
these questions you can easily answer, if you are acquain- 
ted with the spirit and genius of Christianity. But, say 
you, “ it isa criminal case, and all witnesses must be legally 
qualified.” From this it is to be inferred that you suppo- 
sed yourselves qualified to try acriminalcause. Who em- 
powered you, Sirs, to try a cause of this character? It is 
the very height of madness and absurdity to countenance 
your unparalleled arrogance and assumption. 


It appears, however, that you abandoned your infallible 
position, when Elder Hulbert improved the absurdity and 
arrogance of your opinion, by proposing (as he cantly 
termed it) to exclude “the world’s people.” By this it 
would seem that you consider yourselves, together with 
the Baptist Church, a distinct species of being from the 
generality of mankind. Brt why should you exelude the 
* world’s people?” Is this a practice in our civil courts of 
justice? No: they are founded upon the imperishable 
base of equity, of justice and right.—If these courts of jue 
dicature, which are based upon the most exalted princi- 
ples of equity and justice, upon the rights of man and com- 
mon sense, condescend to receive the testimony of the 
“world’s people,” why should you not do the same? What- 





ing the pension) notieed in the first particular. 


ever answer you may frame to this question, it is reasena- 
ble to presume that this difference of opinion existing be- 
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tweea you and our learned end bright luminaries of law, is 
to be attributable, not to the difference existing between 
the texture and formation of your persons or characters, 
but to the wide dissimilarity of the principles upen which 
your respective laws and rules are founded. The first, or 
civil law, is founded upon the broad and immutable prin- 
ciples of equity and right—yours is based uponthe narrow 
contracted, illiberal and pharisaical notions of the bigot. 
The one is humane and just—the other, a species of favor- 
itism and injustice. In one court, character is the neeéssa- 
ry and prover qualification of a witness—in the other, 
character is not taken into account, but to just:fy an exelu- 
sion of evidence. In one..a man whose character for truth 
is unquestionable, is. cheerfully admiited ani accredited— 
in the other, he is rejected and considered of questionable 
character, walese-he has subscribed to certain empty and 
senseless professions of faith, conformed to certain priestly 
requirements, regariied and hallowe:l cold formalities, bow- 
ed ai the shrine of clerical des»otism, embraced: the doc- 
trines of the creeds of fallible men, and worshipped the 
God of superstition. What reasons, Sirs, can you assign 
for rejecting the “ world’s people?” Here it is: “ The 


such evidence inapplicable? No, may be your answer. 
You may say there was no co:nciience between Mr. P’s 
testimony and the case before us masmuch as Mir. P. 
«new nothing about the matter, only what he had heard 
Vir. N. the accused say. Ifthere was no coincidence be- 
tween Mr. P’s evidence and the subject matter oi trial, 
there isa very striking eoincidence between your objection 
to Mr. P’s testimony and nonsense. : 

At this stage of the action, Mr. M. very judiciously aban- 
doned the subject. It would certainly have been no better 
than useless, to persist in a cause of so great importance, 
before sucha sham council, Now, sirs, could not Mr. N. 
have been guilty, though it was not proved? Indeed how 
couldit have been proved before you? You who were 
disposed to exclude * world’s people” and church members 
could not expect tohave any thing proved. Rest assured 
that the testimony, which you had the arrogance and folly 
to reject, would be received in any court sounded upon 
the principles of reason and justice. Testimony so conclu- 
sive would not fail of convicting the guilty. 

One subject more deserves particular attention. You 
thought it proper to imitate a practice, of which you are 


world’s people are always opposed to the Chureh ” Pray, } not the authors, but which you have berrowed from that 


Sirs, what Church? Your answer undoubtedly is, * The 


Bantist Church, to be sure !"—Now, 5 rs, whatever may}ated the “ Papist Church.” 
be your notions upon this subject, it is pronounced to be | adopt the custom of excommunieation. 


a foul calumny, pon the most extensive part of communi- 


ty. Your reason is as destitute of rationality as it is of 


truth. 
testimony, and opposed to the Church who has assisted 


and contributed to the propagation of the gospel, who isa 


supporter of society and a lover of morality ? Wiil you say 


that man is opposed to the Church who contributes to 


support the clergy? Is he unfit for a witness who enables 
the clergyman to riot in pampered luxury ? Pray, Sirs, have 
you never received any expressions of {fraternal esieem 
from what you call the“ world’s people?” Have the 
“ world’s people” fed and clothed you? Have they ever 
told you truth? Have they contributed to the support oi 
your families? You must answer Yes. Then is that man 


unfit for a witness who feeds andclothes you and your 


families ? who speaks and regar!s truth? Surely if you 
will respect such men, it will appear evident to any candid 


and reflecting mind, that you lore the miik of the goats | or 


world’s people] although you consider them receptacles 
of ail uneclernness, and unfit to associate with the sheep 
[church members. ] 


anti-christian church, the “ Mother of Harlots,” denomin- 
You may have a mght to 
Indeed if relation- 
ship can confer right, you have it for the great similarity 
between your principles and practices and these of the Pa- 


Will you denounce that manas unfit to give his|pist church, cannot fail of indentifiing you, as a legitimate 


offspring. It may be that it is on this account you claim 
the right of excommunicating, condemning and anathama- 
tizing your fellow creatures. Whatever may have beem 
your views upon, this subject, you did excommunicate Mr. 
Vi. from your church, or the first Baptist Church in the 
town of Burlington, of ‘which he was a Deacon. Why did 
you excommunicate Mr. M.? Your reasons for so doing 
consists in this, viz. 

Mr. M. brought unsupported charges against Mr. N. and 
these charges were calculated to injure Mr. N. and were 
not according to gospel rules.” Now, sirs, answer, was 
it according to gospel rules to respect the testimony of 
the most respectable men, or rather decide that you would 
not receive these men as witnesses ? Was it according to 
cospel rule to deprive Mr. M. of the privilege of proving 
the charges true? Was it according to gospel rule to ex- 
eommunicate your brother from your church because you, 
would not give him the privilege of supporting the 


It is easy tosee how a cause would fare in the hands of charges against Mr. N.? If these rules.are the gospel rules 


men of such singular principles as these. 


fish the specious and gilded bait, your senseless decisions. 


It is also easy|of the Baptist church they are not the rules of the church 
to anticipate the fate of him who was the acciiser in the case | of Christ. 


before you. Any one can easily determine the character of 
the council, when they are informed that those over whom 
you presided, swallowed as readily as would the unwary 


If such rules are a correct sample of the rules of 
the Baptist church,Gon grant that men may not be ruled 
by them. Anotherreason for excommunicating Mr. M. 
which should he noticed, is, that the charges were calcula- 
ted to injure the character of Mr. N. It is true that cer- 





Mr. M.the accuser, was able and ready to prove the | tain charges whieh have already been noticed, did injure, 
truth of his allegations against Mr. N. by men of unques-' the characterof Mr.N. and to thatdegree too that all you 
tionable veracity. But this would not do. Your “ world’s} have done, are now doihg, or can do, cannot repair the in- 
people” must be rejected—your accused must escape a: jury. But now, dear sirs,do you suppose that people are 
trial, and, withal, be pronounced inmnocent,—How could |so blind and dull as to be incapable of discovering that if 


you, in the face of such facts as have been cited, pronounce 
Mr. N, innocent, and the allegations unfounded and unsup- 


orted ? 


Mr. N. hasbeen injured, that it is owing to his own improper 
conduct, and not toMr.M. who gave rise to these char- 
ges? Was it Mr. M. or Mr. N.? Mr. N. was the man, and 


There is something astonishingly strange with regard to|he has suffered the consequences, and it is hoped, it will 


this famous. trial. 


It appears that you did not give the| enable him so subdue his avaricious propensity, and learn 


ease even a superficial examination, but with a sweep-all|him that “ honesty is the best policy. 


arrument, superseded the necesity of an investigation. In 
other words, you declare the witnesses incompetant to tes- 


_ To.conclude, may you, sirs, be led to view this subject 
ina proper manner, and be induced to make reparation 


tify, and therefore did not enter into a fair mquiry. But|to the injured Mr. M. May you be enabled in future te 
you may say We were willing to try the cause. Why then} act more wisely andjustly. May Deacon N.* repentand be 


ditt you not accept the testimony of your brother P. a mem-| happy. 


ber of the Baptist church in Exeter, and not one of the 
“world’s people ?” You may say as you did, that * his 
testimony would be inapplicable to the case.” Here again 
is a new species of law, ir. P. was to relate what he ha: 
heard Mr. N. state, relative te the subject at issue. Was 


May Mr. M. soon receive that retribution which 
is due, and may all men take a proper warning by. this ex- 
ample, & be influenced by the principles of justice & truth. 





* Mr. N. was made a Deacon after Mr. M. was excom~ 
municated. 
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You are requested, s.rs, not to construe any thing in the 
foregoing remarks, into personal animosity, or a wish to 
injure you, for the writer never saw either of you. But} 
be assured that the writer wishes you and all the parties 
eovcerned (and he has no personal acjuaintance with any 
of the parties) prosperity and happiness, that will equal 
your desires and be commensurate with the propriety oi 
your deportment. 

In the bonds of friendship, 
Your humble servant, 


AMICUS. 
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FOR THE INQUIRER 
ATTLEBOROUGH, Feb. 2, 1823. 


Rev. David Sweat, Sir —lI attended your meeting on the 
evening of the 23d January, and was greatly astonished to 
hear you speak so contemptuously of the denomination 
galled Universalists ; and so impiously misrepresent the 
doctrine, which they preach and advocate. ‘This, you did, 
by relating an anecdote of a young woman who was con- 
sort of a Universalist, and who after expernencing religion 
was cruelly treated by her husband; which treatment you 
intimated, was the natural preduct of a belief m the doc- 
trine, that God is equally merciful to all his rational 
offspring, and will finally bring all te participate of that 
rest, which “remains for the people of God,”—and by 
presenting this individual, (who I candidly believe, you, nor 
no one else know any thing of) to your hearers, as a tair 
gample, of the general character of Universalists, 


However incredible this story is to me, yet for argument 
g@ake | will admit it to be true, and jroceed to inguire oi 
you sir, if this is proof that all of this denomination are of 
this character, as you.rashly asserted. Because this man 
conducted imprudently, and in open violation of the laws 
of humanity and reason, in endeavouring to compel his 
wife to sacrifice her peace, to his ambition and cruelty. is it 
proof that this is the “general” character of Universalists ? 
Are we to judge any denommation by the conduct of an 
individual ? Should a member of any particular body, by 
impious conduct prove himself a hypocrite, tfaitor or im- 
postor, would this prove the whole body to be of this char- 
acter’ If so, then the twelve disciples were all tra:tors,! 
for Judas beimg one of the twelve, betrayed his Lord and! 
Master ; you also state, that thisman who abused his wife, | 
began to swear as is * generally” the case with these who 
believe that all men will be saved, &c.. To assert that this 
isthe “ general character,” of this numerous, respectable 
and flourishing denomination of Christians, is an untruth. 
This bold, unsupported, and insupportable, assertion of 
yours, when made, plainly indicated that you were equally 
destitute of the spirit of the christian and the manners o/ a 
gentleman. So far, Sir, from profane swearing, being a 
* general practice” among the Un:versalists, it is universal- 
ly avoided by them, and they declare, both by precept and 
example, that profane swearing is a vice that is inexcusea- 
ble, and that nothing can be offered to justify the jwactice 
of it inthe least degree. Anotherstatement you made, of 
which I have great reason to doubt the truth, was, that in 
a certain town, it was the practice of several young peo- 
ple tocarry on, (as you expressed if,) and dance from Sat- 
urday night, till Sunday morning ; and then go to meeting, 
when the mituster told them, that they were all doing right, 
that they would all be saved, &c. Now Sir. I should like 
to know, who this minister was, that told these people that 
they were doing right in dancing from Saturday night, till 
Sunday morning»; also, where this circumstance occurred— 
and unless Sir, you furnish me with this information, | shall 
feel myself justified in concluding that what you stated 
was not trae, but an absolute falsehood. 

Sir, it appears that your motive in relating these stories 





Universalists, and to make it appear sf possible, that they 
are (generally speaking) accustomed to profane swearing, 
and all other vices, and that even their public teachers en- 
courage vice, and improperconduct among their hearers, 
telling them that they are doing right enough, 

Sir, to have recourse to such spurious stories as these to 
refute the doctr.ne of umversal salvation, evidently siows, 
that you could offer no reasonavle objection against the sys- 
tem: forif yeucould have offered one conclusive argu- 
ment against the sentsment, you would doubiless have 
done it, in your zealto put down universalism, instead of 
resorting to the measiwes you adopted ; it being extremely 
natural for men in al! their undertakings, to employ those 
means best calculated to accomplish the end they have im 
view—and surely conclusive argument, would be more ef- 
fective, than mere assertion or the recital of stories, with- 
out evidence of theu being true. 

Weare fully persuade! Sir,that every person who has 4 
proper regard for the cause of the redeemer, and who loves 
trath, must feel wounded to see such base means resorted 
to, to put down any sentiment, however erroneous they 
may believe itto be. We feel grieved for you Sir, ihat 
you should hazard such foolish and absurd stories, as the 
above appear fo be, but where shall we find an excuse? 
If there is any palliation for the wrong, it must be, in that 
you spoke without due reflection, and unfortunately in an 
unguarded momeut overstepi the bounds of truth, to aid 
what you considered the cause of truth. Happy should | 
be to learn that this was the case. We have no objection 
Sir, if you believe it to he yourduty, to your opposing the 
doctrine of universal salvation ; but let it be done fairly ; 
without the aid of misrepresentation. We have no in- 
terest in error. We have no wishto be led astray—con- 
v:nce us by rational argument, duly sepported by serip- 
ture testimony, and obvious resson,and we yield you the 
palm of victory. May the Gea of all grace, in the pleni- 
tude of his wisdom and jove,send forth the saving influ- 
ence of heavenly light and truth in your heart. 

JASIEL P. FULLER. 


We insert the following corminunication without claim- 
ing to have any knowledge of the facts except what that 
affords ; andif any reply is wished to be made to it, a place 
will be afforded to st with equal cheerfulness. If however 
this statement is correct, which we have no reason to doubt, 
it will be perceived that the authority of orthodoxy 's stil! 
maintained with no inconsiderable share of its original 
rigour. This proceedmg may perhaps afford some ex)lan- 
ation of what certain seciarians mean by “ anathemas of 
universal love.” The greztsin of Mr. Dodge seems to be, 
that he had a more enlarged view of the promises and the 
voodness of God, than the narrow rules of orthoxy admit. 
The offence does hot appear to have been a want of faith. 
but an excess of faith ; Mr. D. seems to have believed too 
much. Were we not accustomed to these things, it would 
wppear extraordinary indeed, when itis universally admuit- 
ted, that ai/ mankind are sinaers, and that mone can hope 
for salvation but through the mercy and goodness of God, 
that it should be deemed a sufficient ground for excommu- 
nicatine a person from the pale of christianity as far as that 
can be done, because he is not willing to limit this mercy, 
—and believes that a God of infinite goocness is both able 
and willing to make all his offspring happy. 


FOR THE ING®IRER, 


Behold all ye that love God and your Bible and hear 
the lamentation (not of Jeremiah) but of Nehemiah. Af- 
ter labouring more than thirty years as a Minister of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, ever since | was nineteen years of age, 
among the Baptist denomination of Christians, owned of 
my brethren, and [ think owned of God,[ am at length in 
advaneed life excommunicated from ihe Church in New- 
London ! Not for any immorality pretended, or complain- 
ed of as yet, (whatever compla.nts may hereafter grow out 





fringe prejudice the minds of your hearers against the 


of the abeve rcet.) ‘The accusation for whitch 1 was ex- 
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cluded was “ for departing from the faith of the church.”— 
‘The tenth article ef the Church creed contains the faith 
Which the church say Ihave departed from. The article 
is worded thus as nearas | can remember,—* We believe 
ail the wicked will finally endure the eternal wrath of 
God.” My belief isthat all mankind are wicked, and if 
the above article is correct, 1 think the consequence must 
inevitably be, universal damnation to all the humexy family 
without a single exception. 

Here follows the copy of a. letter 1: sent to the church, 
which is considered conclusive evidence of my unbelief, of 
the article for which I was disowned and excluded from 
the church, 


New-Lownpon, Jan. 17, 1£23. 
To the Baptist Church in this City. 


Pear Brethren and Sisters—Your committee called on 
me last week, wishing to know my mind in regard to the 
courch, aud also in regard to dectrine. I have enjoyed 
many times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
while amengst you. “%] now standand am judged for the 
hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers, unto 
which promise all that serve God, hope to come, for which 
hope’s sake | am accused of my bretheren.” Acts, 26,6, 7. 
You and I profess to be looking for further light, and are 
under covenant obligation to let it shine before each other 
whenever we receive it from the Bible. I think I have 
received a little further light in regard to the promise of 
God made unto the Fathers, since I have preached to you ; 
{ now take the liberty of letting it shine before you, in an- 
swer to the query made by your committee. In Gen. 12, 
3. the promise was made sure toall the families of the 
earth. Gen. 18, 18, made the promise sure to all the na- 
tions of the earth. Acts, 3,25.—Secures the blessed prom- 
ise to all the kindreds of the earth. I long thought these 
promises regarded temporal] blessings bestowed upon all na- 
tions, families and kindreds of the earth, and also a Saviour 
to those who weuld receive him &c. | am now convinced 
by close attention to Gal. 3, 8, and Acts. 3. 26, that the 
promise was a gospel promise, preached by the great God 
himself unto Abraham. That the blessiigs promised, were 
Jesus the unspeakable gift of God, and justification through 
faith. Also, that Jesus was sent “ to turn away every one 
from their iniquities.” In Ist Peter3, 15, I am required 
“ to be ready always to give the reason of my hope, &c.” 
In obedience I say ; the reason | hope for salvation, is, the 
promise’of God made unto the Father, The reason] hope 
every one will be turned away from his iniquities, is, be- 
cause God sent Jesus for that purpose and there is no 
doubt in my mind but the object of his mission will be ac- 
complished. I hope to see all nations whom God has 
made, come and worship before him, and glorify his name 
because he has promised they shall. Psalm 86,9. Rev. 
15, 4, &c. I know of no material difference between my- 
self and predestinarian baptists in general, save this par- 
ticular, Wherever sin has, or may abound ; I hope grace 
has, or will much more abound, Rom. 5,20, I hope God 
may direct you in all your deliberations, and turn away 
every one of us from our iniquities. [ am conscious that 
no disaffection towards any person or people, in the world 
has occasioned or produced this hope, or led to any alter- 
ation of mind inme, [shudder at the thought of being 
found fighting against God, Acts 5, 38,39, for this reason I 
dare not limit the promise of God made to the fathers, the 
foundation of St. Paul’s hope. For when all nations, all 
the families, and all the kindreds of the earth are turned 
away from their iniquities, there shall be no more death, 
sorrow nor crying, but the kingdom shall be given up to 
the Father. Then shall God be all in all. May God give 
us undérstanding in his reign of Grace, is the hearty 
‘prayer of yours affectionately, 

N. DODGE. 


The above was deemed so corrupt that not a moments 


was instantly passed. I told the committee when they 
came to manifest their complaint, that I was glad they had 
no cause to accuse me of departing from the faith of the 
GOSPEL ; that my crime was no greater than departing 
from the faith of the cuwrcn, in one article which [| did 
not consider in accordance with the Bible. 

The loss ef friends was always a matter of lamentation 
to me, and more especially when I am called to part with 
thousands at one stroke, for simply believing my Bible, and 
risking my hope upon the same promise that St. Paul pred- 
icated his hope upon, Acts 26,6, 7, 1 lameat to think, that 
old experienced christians, who have been long acquainted 
with their Bibles, can see no propriety in making a dis- 
tinction between, what God may justly do with us consid- 
ered in our own personal character, and desert ; and what 
God will in fact do with us, as united toa mediator ; and 
one with him by divine constitution in a federal sense. The 
voice of divine justice without regard io an atonement or 
a mediator, says God * will by no means clear the guilty ;” 
that * cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them;” that “the 
wicked shall be turned into hell :” that they were foreor- 
dained to this condemnation, that these shall go away inte 
everlasting punishment ; and there are many more texts in 
accordance with the above. The voice of the gospel 
shows what God will in fact do, with us considered in cove- 
nant union with Christ and one with him. This says, “I, 
even I will blot out their iniquities for mine own sake ;” 
that “he laid on him the iniquities of us all ;” that “behold 
[ bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be unto 
all people ;” that “he would not, that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance ;” and there are many 
more texts of the same import with these. I conclude, by 
saying, “ father forgive them, they know not what they do. 

== 
YOR THE INQUIRER. 


Sabbath before last [ attended the meeting of one whe 
is called a liberal preacher, and one who is even accounted, 
by many, to be at heart a Universalist. Knowing that such 
was his reputation, I was surprised at the manner in which 
he treated his subject. His text was, Rev. 22, 10, 11, and 
12. “And he saith unto me seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. He that is 
unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still, &c.” The preacher, in the first place, con- 
sidered the text as representing the moral government of 
God, and the dispensation of imperfect rewards and punish- 
ments, in time. In the next place he considered it as rep- 
resenting the perfect dispensation of justice, in eternity, and 
after the resurrection and general judgment. In doing this 
he took occasion to say, that Universalists maintain that it 
makes no difference with mankind whether they conduct 
well or ill; for they will all fare alike hereafter. He 
represented that the wicked (as every body knows) enjoy 
as much, and sometimes more happiness, in this world, in 
many instances, than the righteous; althougk, in general, 
it isotherwise. That all will be equalized at the judg- 
ment, and then “ he that is unjust will be unjust still, &c.” 
On this mode of handling the subject, | wish to advance a 
few queries. 


1. How comes it to pass that the dealings of an un- 
changeable God have been irregular and unequal, nay 
partial, arbitrary and unjust, with his creatures, ever since 
was Mey placed here on the earth,a term of above 5000 
yeals? and, admitting they have been thus unequal, par- 
tial, &c. what reason have we to suppose they will ever be 
otherwise ? Should God become more equal and just, in 


his dealings, at any future period, than he has been hereto 
fore, why does he claim unchangeability ? Why does he 
say, “1am the Lord I change not?” Why did he say to 
the house of Israel,“ hear now, O house of Israel! 
not 
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ways equal ?” 
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gaid to John, “ the fimeis at hand?” Why was it not said 
eternity is at hand, if the subject related to eternity? And, 
if the subject is yet to be unfolded, even in future fime, 
why was it said, eighteen hundred years ago, when the text 
was delivered, * The time is athand?” Would there be 
any propriety im saying, now, in reference to the fulfilment 
ef asubject, the time is at hand, if it were not even to 
esommence for two thousand years to come ? 


3. In as much as the text says nothing about a resurrec- 
tion, or judgment ; at least such a judgment as the preach- 
er told about, by what rule of logic can it be applied to 
that subject ? 

4, Inasmuchas Christ says, in the text, J come, (and that 
quickly) and my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
-eording as his work shall be, how came the preacher to 
think the reward, according strictly, to our works, will not 
be received until we go ?—that is to judgment in another 
world. 

5. Which comes the nearest to equality and strict jus- 
tice, temporal rewards for temporal works? or eternal re- 
wards for temporal works ? 


6. Inasmuch as the wicked, in many instances, do, at 
present enjoy more, in their filthiness, than the righteous 
do in their purity, must it not be a matter of great joy to 
them to be fixed in this situation, after the judgment, so 
that they may be filthy, and happy still in filthiness, to end- 
less‘ eternity ? 

7. Of what use is the resurrection from the dead if he 
that is unjust will then be unjust still, and he that is filthy, 
filthy still? And how is it that death will then be swal- 
lowed up in victory, as Isaiah and St. Paul declare? See Is. 
25th 1 Cor. 15th 8. When all are made alive in Christ, 
even as they die in Adam, as St Paul declares they shall 
be; and when all are blessed in Christ, as God has prom- 
ised they shall be, how would it sound to say, then, “ he 
that is unjust let him be unjust still ; and he which is fil- 
thy let him be filthy still ?” 


9. What genus, order, and species of being, will those 
creatures belong to, which shall be composed of a soul that 
shall have been in hell two, three, six, ten, twenty, or fifty 
thousand years, and, at the resurrection, shall be united 
with spiritual, incorruptible, immortal, and glorious bodies, 
such as St, Paul says mankind shall be raised in from the 
dead ?—} Cor. 15th, 2 Cor. 5th. Ourclergy say, souls and 
bodies aie then to be reunited; and as we read of no 
bodies in the resurrection but such as are above described, 
the souls of the damned, which may then have been roast- 
ing in hell several thousand years, must take possession of 
those glorious bodies, for ought I see. This will probably 
eontribute much towards the business of equalizing the 
state of mankind in eternity. In time we know the soul is 
eonsidered vastly superior to the body, and is even said to 
be worth more than all worlds. Whereas in the resurrec- 
tion it is to be a poor damned thing, and soto remain for- 
ever ; while the body, all glorious with immortality, will 
shine as the firmament, and as the stars forever and ever! ' 


One would think it must be the filthy sow! that is then to 
be filthy still, and the righteous body to be righteous still ; 
but we cannot determine this nice point without clerical 
aid, JOHN BROOKS. 


FOR THE INQUIRER, 


Doct. Isaac Watis’s Miscellaneous Thoughts on Roman Idol- 
atry.—Vol. 4th page 463.—He says, 

“It has been an old temptation to mankind, almost ever 
since human nature was made, that we desire to find out 
‘something just like God. Hence arose a great part of the 
idolatry of ancient ages, and of almost all the Heathen 
world: Hence glittering images, and all the monstrous 
shapes that possess and inhabit the temples of the Gentiles. 
They were all designed to represent the shining glories, or 


poet and the priest have yet further multiplied the images 
of godheads, to make it appear like something which we 
can feel, hear orsee. But “to whom shall we liken God ; 
with what likeness will ye compare me? saith the holy 
one of Israel ;” Isa. 11th 18,25. He is, and wiil be forever, 
the Great Imitable, and the Infinite Unknown. 


And yet this folly has not spent itself all in the Aeathen 
world. The Jewish nations was often food of Idols and. 
they would more than once have the figure of divinity 
among them though the wilderness of Sinai, in the days of 
Moses, and the tents of Dan and Bethel in Jereboum’s reign, 
can bear witness that it looked much more like a calf than 
God. Israel too often fell in with the rest of the nations, 
and “ changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image like corruptible man, and to birds and fourfooted 
beasts, and creeping things.” ‘The christian world, indeed 
has much clearer light, and nobler discoveries of the inyvis- 
ible nature of God ; and yet how has the Romish church 
fallen into gross idolatry in this respect, and with profane 
attempts they have painted all the blessed Trinity! What- 
soever pretence they may derive from the human nature 
of the Son of God, or from the dove like appearance of 
the Holy Spirit, to draw the figures of a dove or-a man, as 
a memorial of those sacred condescentions ; yet 1 know no 
sufficient warrant they can have to flyin the very face of 
divine prohibition and tocarve and paint the figure of 
God the Father like an old man, when he never appeared 
among men in any bodily forms; and our Lord Jesus him- 
self saysof him, “ye have neither heard his voice at any 
time, nor seen his shape ;” John 5th 37. But this Pepish 
church descends yet to meaner idolatry; and because 
Christ, who is God, manifest in the flesh, represents him in 
a metaphor, as the bread of life, tosupport and nourish our 
souls, therefore they turn their Saviour into a real piece of 
bread ; They make a God of dough, and they worship the 
work of the baker. O sottish religion, and stupid profes- 
sors! Could we have imagined, that such an absurd su- 
perstition, that gives the lie grossly to sense and reason at 
once, should ever find room in the belief of man, in spite 
of all his sensible, and his rational powers? Could one 
have imagined, I say, that such a glaring falsehood, that 
shocks at once our intellectual and our animal facultice, 
should be lodged and fostered in the bosom and heart of the 
sons 4dam? But experience here exceeds imagination. 
What a shameful reproach, and scandal it is to human na- 
ture, that a faith with so much nonsense in it, should over- 
spread whole nations, and triumph over the largest part 
of the knowing and refined world! But every dawning 
daylight is a witness of these natic-sal idolatries, the scandals 
to mankind and all their intellectual glory. Every sun 
that sets or rises in some part or other of the earth, beholds 
multitudes of fools and philosophers, ploughmen and prin- 
ces acknowledging the breaden God, bending the knee tw 
the wafer cake, and bowing towards the sacred repository 
of the kindred idol, It was the first ambition and iniqui- 
ty of man to affect a forbidden likeness to God, there is in- 
solence added to the ambition when we bring down God te 
our level, and make him a man, like ourselves : but when 
we sink the Deity beneath our own nature, when we make 
a mere animal or vegetable of him, and turn him into a bit 
of senseless paste, the madness of this impiety must forever 
want a name.” 





“ Charity begins at Home :” if it flourishes there, then 
let it expand itself until the whole world is embraced im 
its blessed iufluence. But while the root is defective, in 
vain will you seek to restore the branches. We have again 
and again expressed ourselves—not as enemies to foreign 
missions—but as friends particularly of what is DOMESTIC. 
We are friends of domestic life and industry—of domestic 
happiness—of domestic virtue and religion—of domestic 
charity and goodnes—and of every thing domestic that ig 





‘the active pewers of divinity. The fruitful brains ef the 


good, or productive of good.—.¥. H, Patriot. 





RELIGIOUS 


INQUIRER. 








62 
= 








RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SATURDAY, February 22, 1823. 


t= ANOTHER VICTIM, 
BOT TO JUGGERNAUT BUT TO DELUSIONS NEARER HOME’ 


A Mrs. P. ,of Vernon in this State.a widow with a 
‘eumerous family of children, has been thrown into a state 
ef delirium by the pious labours, of the renowned Asahe! 
Neitleton, the man who has rashly and impiously ealled 
himself “Jesus Christ.” The circumstances which led to 
the sacrifice of this victim to superstition, so far as we have 
been able toascertain them, appear to be more presump- 
tious and reprehensible than those of any other case which 
has come to our knowledge. Having several times called 
en the family and by his usual arts succeeded in destroying 
the peace, arousing the fears and nearly throwing the mind 
ef ‘irs. P. into distraction, Mr. N. called again to com- 
plete the work so happily begun; with a frightful and 
phrenzied stare, he fixed his eyes on.the different members 
of the family and then with all imaginable sanctimonious 
solemnity, exhibited a Book, we believe the Bible, and in- 
forming Mrs. P. that it contained the names of the elect, 
and that he weuld read from it the destinies of her family, 
he proceeded to repeat the names of two of the family, 
which had actually, or apparently been written in the 
Book. The residue of the family including herself not be- 
ing of the elect were vessels of wrath, destined to eternal 
destruction—they were to be placed on the left hand and 
to receive the awsul sentence “depart ye cursed.” &c. This 
seene was too much for the excited and half distracted 
mind of the poor woman. It was a shock, which quite ex- 
‘tinguished. and perhaps forever, the feeble and glimmering 
%ight of reason: mental darkness and delirium ensued. 
Mrs. P. has been visited by one or more of the Physicians 
from from this City, and is represented to be in a state of 
settled and confirmed delirium. It is the advocates of such 
practices and delusions as these who have studied out 
“many inventions” to raise money to support missions for 
the purpose of converting the heathen. Are we not told 
that charity begins at home ; and as long as such dark and 
@emoniaical delusions as these prevail among us, would it 
not be well to keep our money and missionaries at home ? 
‘There is work enough in our own enlighted country, for 
many labourers in the intellectual field, to dispel the clouds 
ef darkness, to resist the desolating progress of fanaticism 
ant folly, to diffuse the light of truth, to “vindicate the 
ways of God to man” and unfold the goodness of divine 
providence. 














PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. 
(continued from page 47) 


We now proceed to notice the parable, more particu- 
larly the explanation as given by Christ at the request of 
his disciples. 

Mat 13. Chapter 37 Verse. 
seed is the Son of man.” 

We readily agree with others, that by the phrase“ Son 


“ He that sowed the good 


ef man.” Christ referred to himself as the sower of the 
good seed: 
Verse 38. “ The field is the worLp.” 


There are two Greek words which by the translators 
are rendered worLp in the English testament. They are 
Kosmos, and aioon. The word Kosmos is thus defined by 
ParkuunRst. 

1“ An adorning, ornament.” 2% The worxn, the 
avhole frame of the material heaven and earth,so called from 
its admirable regularity and Beauty.” 

3 The earth. 4 Theworld,i.e. the whole race of man- 
kind, both believers and unbelievers, both good and bad. 
5. The wicked part of the world, 
-aorld, as riches, honors, pleasures &e. 


The word aioon, and its derivatives, arethus defined 
by the same author. 1. Always being. 2. The duration of, 
the world. 3. The ages of the world. 4. The present life 
this world. 5. The worid to come, the next life. 6. An ar, 
period or periodical dispensations of Divine Providence. 7, 
To denote the various revolutions and grand occurrences 
which have happened to this created system including alse 
the system of world itself. 

The werd translated * worip” in the 33 Verse is Kos- 
mos. We have shown the difficulties which attend the 
supposition that this “ nants” is meant by the word « 
WORLD.” In looking over theseveral definitions we select: 
the 4thand say, that by wori~p we are to understand “ 
Mankinn.” This is the way in which the word is gerie- 
rally rendered. See John 3,—16.—For God co loved the 
worLp (Kosmos)—again 17 Verse, “ For God sent not 
his Son into the world (Kosmos) to condemn the world 
(Kosmos) but that the world (Kosmos) through him might 
be saved.” In these passages it will appear to ever reader 
that MANKIND are meant by the word werip. Other 
passages might be noticed, but it will be unnecessary. 

Having assertained the field, or world in which the seed 
is sown, we proceed to notice the geod seed. 

The Chapter commences with a parable of a sower that 
went forth to sow, See Verse 3d &c—In the explaination 
of this parable, the Saviour calls the seed the “ word of 
the kingdom.” This word of the kingdom, is the doctrine 
of the Gospel. The word of everlasting truth. This is 
the seed sown ; some of which fell bythe way side some 
in stony places &e. As the Saviour continues his discourse, 
without an intimation of a change in the subject, we may 
with propriety conclude that the seed in the first and sec- 
ond parable sown by the Son of man is the same, the “word 
of the kingdom” the doctrine of grace—the word of truth. 
A difficulty may arise in the mind, in consequence of the 
particular form of expression used in the 38 Verse. “The 
good seed are the children of the kingdom.” The reader 
may be ata loss to discover the propriety of the “ word of 
the kingdom” being in this verse personified and called the 
“children of the kingdom. To obviate this difficulty, we 
‘inform the reader that this figurative mode of expression is 
very frequent in the scriptures ; particular virtues & graces 
are often spoken of as possessing identity of existence, See 
Prov. 8.ch. “Doth not wisdom cry and understanding put 
forth her voice? She standeth in the tops of high places, by 
the way of the places of the paths. She crieth at the 
gates, at the entry of the city, in thecoming in at the doors. 
Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of, 
men” See also 9 chp. “ Wisdom has builded her house, 
she hath hewn out her seven pillars: She hath killed her 
beasts she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished 
hertable. She hath sent forth her maidens; she crieth 
upon the high places of the city, &c. In these passages 
wisdom is spoken of as »ossessing identity of existence, yet 
no person believes wispom to possess personal existence 
distinct and seperate from God. It is acknowledged asa 
property of the divine nature ; and the works, said to be 
performed by wisdom, are the works of God. The 
a otle in Ist Cor. 13th chap. speaking of charity says, 
“Char ty suffers long, and is kind ; charity envieth not ; 
char ty vaynteth not itself, is not puffed up. Doth not 
behave itself unseemly,seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, beleiveth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, Charity 
never faileth.” Inthe above passages, charity is person- 
fied, and is represented as exercising those various viriues 
of patience, humility, and forbearance which are the exer- 
cises of the mind of man under the influence of cuariTY. 
So in the text before us. “ The good seed is the childrea 
of the kingdom.” The word of truth, sown in the un- 





derstanding, bringing forth fruit thirty, sixty, or an hun- 
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pel, wiuch in the scriptures is called “ the kingdom of God” 
and the kingdom of heaven. 

Verse 38th The tares are the children of the wicked one.” 

The “ good seed” we have ascertained from Mat. 13th 
19th to be * the word of the kingdom or in other words, 
qgrutH. As the tare issown in the same field , and oppo- 
sed to truth ; we consider ERRORS, or false doctrine to be 
intended. The tares are also by figure of speach person- 
fied, and called * the children of the wicked-one.” And 
we admit that those, under the imfluence of falsehood, and 
governed by its baneful principles, are characteristically the 
ebildren of the devil. Jesus said to the Jews. “ Ye are 


» of your father the devil”—-Yet no one can believe, that he 


meant any thing more, than that they were such in char- 
acter, under the influence of ERROR, and of a spirit oppo- 
sed toLovEandcHarity. The apostle makes the inquiry 
* have we not all one Father, hath not one God created us.” 
As we are all the workmanship of the divine hand, “ The 
OFFSPRING of God” and in him “ live, and move, and have 
our being,” we are all really and truly the children of God. 
But as our characters are formed by the influence of truth 
er falshood we are in scripture called the children of God 
or the children of the devil. ‘Truth is of God, Under its 
influence we enjoy peace. We behold that “ God is love.” 
*That the Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” “ That He is the Saviour of all 
men.” The truth makes us free, delivers us from the yoke 
of bondage imposed by tradition, superstition and bigotry. 
It enables us to rejoice in the God of our Salvation, and to 
put full trast and confidence in our heavenly Father, be- 
ing assured that the God of love and TxuTH will perform 
his oatTH. Falshood deceives. Under its influence, we 
doubt the goodness of Ged, we look on Him, as on a Ty- 
rant governing bya Sovereign arbitrary spirit, without 
regard to the happiness of his rational offspring. Seeking his 
ownglory at the expense of millions, and millions of his 
ereatures ; whom he has formed for enjoyment ; and we 
are taught totremble before him, as before the most cruel 
tyrant that ever disgraced human nature. Under the 
influence of falsehood we doubt and are damned we are 
without confidence, and almost without hope. 


(concluded in our nezt.) 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


In the Secretary of the 15th inst. we find a communi- 
cation signed “PErEGRINUS” and dated Andover, Mass.— 
in which a relation is given of the “ remarkable and inter- 
ésting conversion of a young man, now most ardent in the 
cause of his redeemer.” (that is, in the cause of Calvinism.) 
The writer gives the relation (as he says) in the young 
man’s own words, who is made to tell the following story. 


“ At an early age my attention was frequently awakened 
to attend to the concerns of my soul. No means for my 
conversion were neglected by my pious and devoted parents. 
But all efforts proved fruitless and inaffectual. And 
thinking religion scarcely attainable, I came toa resolution 
to use all efforts in my power to disbelieve its truths. Pre- 
sented with an opportunity of teaching a school in the town 
of O——, the inhabitants of which are mostly universalists 


er restorationists, | was presented with Winchester’s and | 


Ballou’s writings, and with all the arguments these people 
could obtain. 
termining to become a convert. But how sadly was I dis- 
appointed after I had candidly searched for arguments, to 
find that not one of weight was grounded on the scriptures. 
1 immediately visited Mr. , a preacher of this sect, and 
told him in confidence, that I was sometimes afraid that our 
4oetrine would never do to die by. “%O,” exclaimed he 
“cheer up ; I and all others often have the same fears, but 
we endeavour to banish them and so must you, if you would 
be happy,” I think I should have took up with his advice 
had I not so often been compelled to go to the seriptures 
for arguments, and finding nothing there ealculated to give 








peace but to the real christian, | abandoned my system 
with disappomtment and fled to infidelity.” 


This is all in the communication that concerns us, con 
sequently, it is unnecessary to give the whole. 
There are certain circumstances attending the abeve re- 





lation that to us carries evidence that it is a fabricated story. 
The communication is dated Andover, Mass. The young 
mana alluded to, is preparmg for the mimstry, undeubtediy 
in the theological semmary in that place. The article was 
prepared for the Secretary in Hartiord, and in that paper 
appears as an original article. We know not, but that such 
isthe“era of good feelings” between Presbyterians and 
Baptists, thatthe latter may have forgot all their scourg- 
ings—sitting in the stocks, fines and imprisonments, inflicted 
by the former ; and are willing to commit their young dis- 
ciples, to their care and instruction; to be by them fitied 
for the Gospel ministry : and it is probable, that the Pres- 
byterians, who have exerted all their learned ingenuity te 
pro: e, that baptism by immersion was not necessary, tliat 
sprinkling would do as well; amd who have brought tor- 
ward many learned criticismson the Greek prepositions, 
showing that the expressions * went down into the water” 
and “ came up out of the water”—signify * went down To 
the water” and “came up from the water ;” are proper 
persons to fit and prepare a Baptist convert for the gospel 
ministry. Or perhaps, Baptists themselves are becoming 
more enlightened, and do noi consider it so particularly ne- 
cessary that “baptism” should longer separate them from 
the Presbyterians.—Be that as it may, it is somewhat singu- 
lar that this communication should travel all the way te 
Hartford for publication, when it could so easily have 
found its way into the Boston KrcorpeEr, a paper enjoy~ 
ing the smilesand patronage of the ANnovER Seminary > 
or into the Christian Watchman, a Baptist paper, printed 
mn Boston, either of which papers would gladly have in- 
serted any thing against Universalism. ‘To us it looks, as 
though Universalism was making some encroachments 
among the Baptists in the vicinity of the Seoretary, and ite 
editor thought something must be done to stay the progress 
of a doctrine, which has not one argument to support it, 
* grounded on the seriptures.” 

We call upon the Eprror of the Christian Secretary, te 
give us the name of this young man, who has been so sur- 
prisingly converted,—and also the name of the Universal- 
ist preacher, to whom he mentioned his doubts, and whe 
caid, “that he and ail others, who believe un Universalism, had 
the same fears, but endeavored to banish them.” Should he 
not do this, we shall announce that communication to the 
world asa BASECALUMNY AND FALSEHOOD de 
signed to impose on the weak and ignorant. 

This hopeful young minister, says,“he had the writings 
of Winchester and Ballou, and all the arguments these 
people (with whom he lived) could obtain ; but was sadly 
disappointed, after he had canpip.y searched for argu- 
ments, to find that not one of weight was grounded on the 
scriptures.” As for the candor, and discernment of this 
young man we appeal to the candid and unbiassed judg- 
ment of those who have read Mr. Ballou’s writings. In 





With eagerness 1 received the poison, de-' 


our humble opinion his arguments have been so far predi- 
cated upon, and supported by scripture, as te render apor- 
TIVF every attempt to refute them, and some of his ancu- 
MENTS remain UNANSWFRED, because it is entirely out of 
the power of the advocates of endless misery to attempt 
an answer with any prospect of success. 

It will be difficult to make any reasonable man believe, 
that if the doctrine of Universal Salvation could not be 
supported by one argument of weight grounded on the 
scriptures, it would be suffered to spread in the world with- 
out an attempt to stay its influence. Or that the writings 
of Winchester, Ballou and others, who have written in 
~ eg and support of the doctrine, would pass unanswer- 
ed. 


If the Rev. Editor really believes the declaration of this 





young minster, why does he not devote a column of his 
paper to shew to his readers that Universalists “here net 
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ene argument of weight grounded on the scriptures.” This is 
his duty, he ought not to suffer his fellow men to be decei- 
ved, and led to eternal ruin, without one exertion on his 
part, to expose this weak and absurd doctrine: But this 
he carefully avoids, and except, in doggerel rhyme, or an 


‘interesting conversion,” will not venture any thing to 


sonvince the readers of that paper of the weakness of Uni- 
versalism. If he does not believe this declaration, is he 
justifiable as a minister of Christ in imposing upon others 
for truth what he does not believe himself to be true, (viz.) 
that Universalists have not one argument of weight foun- 


_ded on the scriptures. 


We once more call for the name of this young convert, 
and the wamm of this Universalist preacher. We know 
of none possessing these/doubts, or likely to make such an 
assertion, and are compelled to consider itas a base false- 
hood, until convinced to the contrary. 


If our Baptist brethren are disposed to consider a conver- 


. sion from one faith to another, as sufficient evidence in proof 


of the truth or falsity of any particular doctrine, we are 
willing to accommodate them ; but they will find the bal- 
ance much against them. With little trouble we can fur- 
nish a long list, not of young men, only, but also of men of 
age, experience, and understanding ; who have found ar- 
guments of weight supported by the scriptures sufficient to 
eonvince them of the truth of the Universal goodness and 
mercy of God. Men who have been Ministers, Elders, 
Deacons, and Class leaders, of the Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Methodist and other denominations. Many of whom are 
now zealously engaged in the cause of their Redeemer, 
preaching the glad tidings of great joy, unto all people, 
and teaching them from the “ law and the prophets,” aided 
by the divine light of the gospel, that “the Lerd is good un- 
te all, and his tender merciesare oVer all his works.” 


From the Universalist Magazine. 
DEDICATION. 


On the 5ih instant the beautiful and handsomely con- 
structed brick Meeting-House in Hartland, Vt. was pub- 
licly and solemnly dedicated to the worship of Almighty 
@oi, the Creator, Preserver, and Saviour of all men. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. Lemuel Willis. 
Dedieatory Prayer by Br. Robert Bartlett. 
Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston. 

€ cluding Prayer by Br. Dolphus Skinner. 


These solemnities were interspersed with appropriate 
anthems and hymns of praise by a choir which did honor to 
the science of their profession. 

The day was remarkably fine, and the congregation 
everwhelmingly numerous, and suitably attentive and 


solemn. 
ree 


ELECT AND CHOSEN, 


Universalist. Do you believe the chosen are the elect ? 
Calvinist. Yes. 

Uni. Do you beleive the elect or chosen will all be saved? 
Cal. Certainly. 

Uni. You will stick to that, then ? 

Cal. Yes, I will. 


Uni. Well then, we read, “ Have not I chosen you 
twelve? and one of you is a devil,” John vi. 70. You be- 
lieve the chosen are the elect, the elect or chosen will all be 
saved ! 

It appears from the above dialogue, which recently took 
os in this city, that the Calvinists are strong advocates 


or the salvation of Judas. 
N. Y. Gospel Herald. 





“ THE BIBLE,” 


Said Chillingworth, the champion of Protestantism, “ the 
bible, the bible only is the religion ef Pretestants, I will 


take »o man’s liberty ef judging from him, neither shall ayy 
one take mine from me. I will thinkno man the worse man, 
or the worse christian ; I will love no man the legs for differ- 
ing in opinion from me. And what measure I mete to others 
I expect from them again. Iam fully assured that God does 
not, and therefore man ought not, to require any more from 
any man than this—to believe the Scriptures to be God’s word ; 
to endeavor to find the true sense of it, and to live aceor- 
ding to it..—(New Bedford) Philanthropist. 


EE CSTE EE LO 
POETRY. 


THE FRIEND OF ALL. 
There is a charm in friendship’s voice, 
A feeling dear to age and youth, 
Which bias the sorrowing soul rejoice, 
And lights the flame of love and truth,— 
If heaven's bright skies be overcast, 
_ Enshrouded with affliction’s pall, 
When the dark mists of woe have past, 
Asun shall shine—the friend of all. 


And if when verging to the tomb; 
No cheering ray of hope appear, 
To guide the spirit through the gleom, 
And lead her to a happier sphere : 
Yet still let ev’ry murmur die, 
And mercies past to mind recal, 
Know there's a. Power enthron’d on highy 
The fervent faithful friend of all. 


O after allethe ills of life, 
In sad succession flee away, 
Why should the soul prolong her strife, 
Why wish in woe a longer stay : 
Free as the air she wings her flight, . 
For now no more shall guilt enthrall, 
‘She hails the source of life and light, 
The one eternal friend of all. 
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DIED, 


At Hudson, (N. Y.) on the Ist. inst. Doct. ALpoevs Ab- 
Ams, aged about 40 years; a physician of the first reputa- 
tion. In the death of this man, scienee has to mourn the 
faliof abright column. Without the advantages of an 
academical education he had acquired a soundness of reas- 
oning on every subject in which he engaged, rarely to be 
met with. In branches of science connected with his pro- 
fession, Chemistry, Botany, Geology, he was surpassed im 
knowledge by few professors,—his reading was mainly 
confined to the limits of the healing art with the addition 
of the scriptures,—In their elucidation he was clear and 
logical—and as an advocate for the unlimited grace of God 
he boldly threw the gauntlet to the opposers of that grace. 
After an illness of ten days, and in the unshaken confidence 
of the truth of the everlasting gospel, his spirit depar- 
ted to his Maker and God. Few men have fallen in this 
city so universally lamented.—Communicated. 


In Sandisfield,Con. on the 34 inst Mr. Danze, Wes 
STER, aged 28 years. 


a a eT 
NOTICE. 
The Agents for the IveurreEr will confer a favor on the 
publishers, by collecting and remitting the sums due for the 
Seconp Volume. 
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